Victims of Police Violence Deserve Justice

Access to Fairness Act
House Bill 1025

What the bill does

We expect our law enforcement officers to follow the law and uphold the constitution. 1f an officer violates our
constitutional rights or breaks the law, we expect consequences. Yet, few families of police violence victims bring
lawsuits in state court. That’s because today there are too many obstacles to bringing a lawsuit, including qualified
immunity in federal court, and no damages (the costs of injuries) or attorney’s fees for violations of the Washington
constitution, even though our state constitution is more protective of civil rights than the federal constitution. This
results in a lack of accountability, and leaves families with significant financial burdens. This bill solves these problems
by creating a path for victims to enforce the Washington State Constitution if their rights have been violated.

In federal court, qualified immunity is a significant obstacle and has denied
justice for even the most egregious acts of misconduct. Because there is
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rights. Ending qualified This bill would follow states like California, Colorado, Connecticut, and New
immunity will finally provide  Mexico to provide a legal remedy to people whose rights have been violated by
victims with access to law enforcement. Because individual officers are indemnified, or protected

answers, compensation, and from liability, it is ultimately the local government who will foot the bill. And as
B : ’ he employer, they are in the best position to properly hire, train, supervise and
ustice.” Campaign Zero. the employer, they p properly hire, train, sup

J palg discipline their officers to hold them accountable to the law. Law enforcement

should be treated like other public servants, and be accountable if they violate

someone’s constitutional rights.

Why do we need this bill?

Right now, victims and their families bear the emotional and “The_pomt of th_lS bill is to Za_ke care of
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