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. *e question is simply whether
the serious problems that result from prohibition call for us to look at
alternatives.

“Why bother changing state marijuana laws if
marijuana will still be prohibited by federal law?”

While marijuana is prohibited under both state and federal law, most
enforcement is done by state and local authorities. Of the 872,720
marijuana arrests made in 2007, federal authorities made only 5,700,
or less than 1% % the other 99+% were made by state and local law
enforcement oecer$® As with alcohol Prohibition, federal laws would
need to change in order to restore the states' ability to regulate marijua
within their borders. However, the immediate e€ects of changing state
and local laws would be enormous.


















