Can I Vote?
A person loses the right to vote if convicted as an adult of a felony under Washington state law, and is ineligible
to vote while incarcerated for a felony sentence imposed under any state or federal law. However, the right
to vote is restored automatically once the person is no longer under the supervision of the Washington State
Department of Corrections (DOC), and has completed any period of incarceration imposed as part of a felony
sentence imposed by any state or federal court. This chart will help you find out if a person who has a criminal
conviction is eligible to vote.
Were you convicted of a felony or misdemeanor?
Felony

Misdemeanor

Were you convicted in adult or juvenile court?
Adult

Juvenile

Were you convicted in federal court?
No

Yes

Are you still incarcerated
for the conviction?

Were you convicted in Washington State?
Yes

No

Yes

No

Are you still under DOC supervision?
I’m not sure

Yes

If you’re unsure whether you’re still under
DOC supervision, you (or a person acting
on your behalf) should call DOC at 1-800430-9674, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.5 p.m. Ask if DOC has an “open” or “active”
file on you.
▪If they say No, you are eligible to vote, and
you should register and exercise your right!
▪ If they say Yes, ask for the name and
phone number of your Community
Corrections Officer’s supervisor, and call
the supervisor to ask if you are currently
“subject to community custody.” If the
answer is Yes, your right to vote is not yet
restored.
Voting when you’re not eligible is a crime.
That’s why it’s important to be sure of
the status of your voting rights. If you are
at all unsure, please contact DOC before
registering to make sure you are eligible.

No

You can register to vote.

You can’t register to vote yet,
but your right to vote will
be automatically restored
when you’re done with DOC
supervision and/or have
completed any period of
incarceration imposed as part
of your sentence. Voting when
you’re not eligible is a crime.
That’s why it’s important to be
sure of the status of your voting
rights. If you are at all unsure,
please contact DOC before
registering to make sure you
are eligible.

There are many ways to
register, including in person
at county auditor elections
offices and in many other
locations, government
offices, schools, libraries
and firehouses. You can also
register online at
www.sos.wa.gov, by mail, or
with organizations like the
League of Women Voters.

