














Dred Scott v. 
Sandford, 1857
• US Supreme Court:
“The Black man has no rights 
that the White man is bound to 
respect.”

• Black people were not and 
could never be citizens of 
the US

• Native people referred to as 
“subjects of a foreign 
government” Dred Scott









Repealed by 
Magnuson 
Act 1943





Ozawa v. US, 1922

• Didn’t challenge 
constitutionality of racial 
restrictions

• Argued that Japanese 
people are “White”

• Unanimous court: White 
means “Caucasian”

• Japanese = perpetually, 
inherently foreign Takao Ozawa



US v. Thind, 
1923

• Indians were classified by 
“science” as Caucasian

• SCOTUS unanimous: We 
didn’t mean “science” we 
meant “Caucasian” + popular 
meaning of “white person” 
(skin color)

• Indians = perpetually, 
inherently foreign Bhagat Singh Thind









1965 INA
• First time that US commits to 

accepting immigrants of all 
nationalities on a roughly equal 
basis

• Focus on Family Unification over 
skills to increase European 
immigration – wrong!

• In 1960, 90% of immigrants were 
from Europe, by 2010, 90% were 
from non-European countries

 Trump: "Chain Migration”
































