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A. RELIEF REQUESTED 

 Pursuant to RAP 10.6 Washington Association of 

Criminal Defense Lawyers, American Civil Liberties of 

Washington, and Washington Defender Association request the 

Court permit the filing of the attached Brief of Amici Curiae in 

support of Jeremiah Gilbert. Amici believe the brief will assist 

this court in addressing the proper application of State v. 

Houston-Sconiers, 188 Wn.2d 1, 21, 391 P.3d 409 (2017), State v. 

Bassett,     Wn.2d    , 428 P.3d 343 (2018), and Miller v, 

Alabama, 567 U.S. 460, 132 S. Ct. 2455, 183 L. Ed. 2d 407 

(2012), when children are sentenced as adult. 

B. IDENTITY AND INTEREST OF AMICI 

Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (WACDL) 

  WACDL is a non-profit organization formed in 1987, is 

dedicated to improving the quality and administration of justice. 

WACDL has over 800 members consisting of private defense 

lawyers, public defenders, and related professionals committed 

to preserving fairness and promoting a rational and humane 

criminal justice system. WACDL holds many seminars 

throughout the ear to educate lawyers on pertinent issues 
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related to the defense of citizens accused of crimes, from capital 

case to misdemeanors and infractions, in Washington. WACDL 

has previously been granted amicus status in numerous 

Washington appellate cases addressing the sentencing of young 

offenders. 

American Civil Liberties Union of Washington (ACLU) 

 The ACLU is a statewide, nonpartisan, nonprofit 

organization with over 75,000 members and supporters 

dedicated to the preservation of civil liberties. The ACLU 

strongly supports consideration of youth and other mitigating 

individual circumstances in sentencing. The ACLU has 

participated as amicus curiae in numerous cases in Washington 

involving juvenile justice 

Washington Defender Association (WDA) 

 WDA is a non-profit association of over a 1500 public 

defenders, criminal defense attorneys, investigators, social 

workers and children’s civil rights attorneys throughout the 

state of Washington. WDA and its members are committed to 

supporting and improving indigent defense and the lives of 

indigent defendants and their families. A primary purpose of 
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WDA is to improve the administration of justice and stimulate 

efforts to remedy inadequacies in substantive and procedural 

law that contribute to injustice. For many years, WDA has been 

actively involved in issues related to youthful offenders, juvenile 

justice and representation of youth in both the juvenile and 

adult courts. WDA and its members have previously been 

granted leave to file amicus briefs on many issues related to 

criminal defense, representation of the indigent clients and the 

automatic decline of youth into the adult criminal justice 

system.  

C. FAMILIARITY WITH THE ISSUES 

 Amici are familiar with the briefing submitted by the 

parties to this Court, the opinion of the Court of Appeals, and 

the proceedings below. Amici are familiar with the scope of the 

argument presented by the parties and will not repeat 

arguments raised by any of the parties. Amici have extensive 

legal and practical experience in issues regarding the sentencing 

of youth in adult court. 
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D. ISSUE TO BE ADDRESSED 

 Whether a court sentencing a child under the provisions 

of RCW 10.95.030 may impose concurrent sentences 

E.  NEED FOR ADDITIONAL ARGUMENT 

 Amici’s specific expertise and experience with the juvenile 

and criminal justice systems, the constitutional rights of 

children, and the developmental characteristics of young 

adolescents will assist the Court in analyzing this case. Several 

of the Amici have previously assisted this Court by filing amicus 

briefs in State v. Bassett,     Wn.2d    , 428 P.3d 343 (2018); State 

v. Houston-Sconiers, 188 Wn.2d 1, 27, 391 P.3d 409 (2017); State 

v. Ramos, 187 Wn.2d 420, 454, 387 P.3d 650 (2017). Amici here 

are in the unique position of being able to aid the Court with 

information pertaining to the unique characteristics of young 

adolescents and the relevance of these characteristics to juvenile 

sentencing. 
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G. CONCLUSION 

 Amici request that the Court grant this motion and 

permit them to file the attached Amicus Curiae Brief in support 

of Respondent, Bassett. 

 Respectfully submitted this 6TH day of December, 2018. 
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