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 THE HONORABLE RICHARD A. JONES  

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

AT SEATTLE 

BLACK LIVES MATTER SEATTLE-
KING COUNTY, ABIE EKENEZAR, 
SHARON SAKAMOTO, MURACO 
KYASHNA-TOCHA, ALEXANDER 
WOLDEAB, AND ALEXANDRA CHEN, 

Plaintiffs, 

v.

CITY OF SEATTLE, 

Defendant.

No. 2:20-cv-887 

DECLARATION OF DAVID A. PEREZ IN 
SUPPORT OF MOTION TO SHOW CAUSE 
WHY CITY OF SEATTLE SHOULD NOT 
BE HELD IN CONTEMPT FOR 
VIOLATING THE PRELIMINARY 
INJUNCTION 

I, David A. Perez, declare and state as follows: 

1. The information contained in this declaration is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, and I am of majority age and competent to testify about the matters set forth herein.   

2. I am a partner at Perkins Coie LLP, and I serve as counsel for Plaintiffs Black 

Lives Matter Seattle-King County, Abie Ekenezar, Sharon Sakamoto, Muraco Kyashna-Tocha, 

Alexander Woldeab, and Alexandra Chen in the above-entitled action. I submit this declaration 

in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Temporary Restraining Order. 

3. On July 25, 2020, I called Peter Holmes and Ghazal Sharifi, attorneys at the City 

Attorneys’ Office, to discuss the unfolding protests that night.  I could not reach Mr. Holmes, but 

Ms. Ghazal and I spoke briefly.  I conveyed to her that we may be seeking relief from the Court 
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“early next week” (i.e., today), and requested that they provide information and an accounting of 

the use of force being deployed by the SPD against protesters. 

4. On July 27, 2020 on behalf of Plaintiffs, I had a telephone conference with 

counsel for the City and informed them that Plaintiffs would be filing a motion for an order to 

show cause, in light of SPD’s repeated violations of the preliminary injunction during protests 

that occurred Saturday, July 25.  

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of a July 7, 2020 letter 

from Philip Chinn, President of Seattle Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild, to Chief Carmen 

Best.

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of an email sent July 8, 

2020, at 9:11 a.m., from Rebecca Boatright, Executive Director of Legal Affairs Seattle Police 

Department, to Neil Fox.   

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of a press release titled 

“Legal Observers from Seattle’s National Lawyers Guild Aggressively Targeted by Law 

Enforcement” posted by National Lawyers Guild, Seattle Chapter, on July 26, 2020. Also 

available at https://www.nlg.org/seattle/2020/07/26/legal-observers-from-seattles-national-

lawyers-guild-aggressively-targeted-by-law-enforcement/. The video referred to in the press 

release of a legal observer getting pepper sprayed in the face is available at: Heidi Groover 

(@heidigroover), Twitter (Jul. 26, 2020, 7:39 a.m.), 

https://twitter.com/heidigroover/status/1287532513192075265.

8. Attached as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of the e-mail exchange I had 

with the City’s attorneys earlier today, to inform them of this motion, to schedule a meet and 

confer, and to circulate our proposed order. 

Executed this 27th day of July 2020 at Seattle, Washington. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States and the State of 

Washington that the foregoing is true and correct. 

______

DAVID A. PEREZ 
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Neil Fox

From: Boatright, Rebecca <Rebecca.Boatright@seattle.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:11 AM
To: Neil Fox
Subject: RE: Letter regarding National Lawyers Guild Legal Observers

Dear Mr. Fox,  

I am writing in response to the letter attached to the below email, to acknowledge receipt, and to assure you that the 
Seattle Police Department recognizes the rights of legal observers and media to peacefully observe and record the 
activities of law enforcement officers during protests and following any orders to disperse.  We are also aware of the 
order out of Portland, which is consistent with our direction to officers.   

I appreciate, as well, you including in your letter the photographs of the identifying clothing worn by your volunteers. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Boatright 
Executive Director of Legal Affairs 
Seattle Police Department  
610 Fifth Avenue 
P.O. Box 34986 
Seattle, WA 98124-4986 
Office: (206) 233-5023 

 

Please note that all emails and attachments, including personal information, sent to and from the Seattle Police 
Department are subject to the Washington Public Records Act,  Chapter 42.56 RCW,  and may be subject to disclosure to 
a third-party requestor.  

From: Neil Fox [mailto:nf@neilfoxlaw.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2020 2:19 PM 
To: Best, Carmen <Carmen.Best@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Letter regarding National Lawyers Guild Legal Observers 

CAUTION: External Email 
Please find attached a letter from the Seattle Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild regarding Legal Observers. 
Contact me if you have questions. 

Thank you, 
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Neil M. Fox 
Law Office of Neil Fox, PLLC 
2125 Western Ave. Suite 330 
Seattle WA 98121 
USA 
 
Phone:      206-728-5440 
Cell:         206-953-0233 
Fax:          866-422-0542 
Email:      nf@neilfoxlaw.com 
 
 
Criminal Defense Trials | Appeals | Post-Conviction 
Your referrals are most welcome. 
 
This electronic message is confidential and is intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. The information 
may also be legally privileged.  This transmission is sent in trust, for the sole purpose of delivery to the intended recipient.  If you 
have received this transmission in error, you are hereby notified that any use,  dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this 
transmission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately notify me by electronic message or 
telephone at 206-728-5440 and delete the message from your system. 
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From: Perez, David A. (SEA)
To: Bob Christie
Cc: Ghazal Shirifi; Arora, Nitika (SEA); Laura M. Pfeifer; Carolyn Boies; Kelly Nakata; Jennifer M Litfin; Tom Miller;

Ann Trivett; Megan Coluccio; McMillan, Joseph M. (SEA); Gilbert, Carolyn S. (SEA); Hyatt, Heath (SEA); Whidbee,
Paige (SEA); mtackhooper@aclu-wa.org; talner@aclu-wa.org; lnowlin@aclu-wa.org; bschuster@aclu-wa.org;
jmidgley@aclu-wa.org; changro@seattleu.edu; leeme@seattleu.edu; levinje@seattleu.edu

Subject: RE: Black Lives Matter v. Seattle - Motion for Contempt
Date: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:04:00 PM
Attachments: 2020-07-27, Proposed Contempt Order.DOCX

All,
 
Thanks again for making the time to speak with us on short notice.  Attached is the proposed
order we intend on filing with the Court.  Please let us know whether the City would be
agreeable to stipulating to some or all of this.  We believe it’s reasonable under the
circumstances, particularly the clarifications.  Despite the severity of these violations, we have
purposefully kept the monetary sanctions modest (attorneys’ fees for bringing this motion).
 
Though the Court’s order requires a response from the City within 24 hours, we would not
oppose an extension to 12 p.m. on Wednesday for your response.  Let us know if this is
agreeable to you.
 
And finally, as we discussed earlier, as soon as you are able, please let us know the quantity of
projectiles that were used on Saturday (e.g., the number of blast balls, pepper balls, foam
tipped bullets, etc.).
 
Take care,
 
David
 
David A. Perez | Perkins Coie LLP
Partner
1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4900
Seattle, WA 98101-3099
p: 206.359.6767
c: 206.618.4293
e: DPerez@perkinscoie.com
http://www.perkinscoie.com/dperez/
 
 
 
 
From: Bob Christie <bob@christielawgroup.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 11:52 AM
To: Perez, David A. (SEA) <DPerez@perkinscoie.com>
Cc: Ghazal Shirifi <Ghazal.Sharifi@seattle.gov>; Arora, Nitika (SEA) <NArora@perkinscoie.com>;
Laura M. Pfeifer <laura@christielawgroup.com>; Carolyn Boies <Carolyn.Boies@seattle.gov>; Kelly
Nakata <Kelly.Nakata@seattle.gov>; Jennifer M Litfin <Jennifer.Litfin@seattle.gov>; Tom Miller
<tom@christielawgroup.com>; Ann Trivett <Ann@christielawgroup.com>; Megan Coluccio
<megan@christielawgroup.com>; McMillan, Joseph M. (SEA) <JMcMillan@perkinscoie.com>;
Gilbert, Carolyn S. (SEA) <CarolynGilbert@perkinscoie.com>; Hyatt, Heath (SEA)
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<HHyatt@perkinscoie.com>; Whidbee, Paige (SEA) <PWhidbee@perkinscoie.com>;
mtackhooper@aclu-wa.org; talner@aclu-wa.org; lnowlin@aclu-wa.org; bschuster@aclu-wa.org;
jmidgley@aclu-wa.org; changro@seattleu.edu; leeme@seattleu.edu; levinje@seattleu.edu
Subject: Re: Black Lives Matter v. Seattle - Motion for Contempt
 
Great.  Talk to you then.
 

On Jul 27, 2020, at 11:51 AM, Perez, David A. (Perkins Coie)
<DPerez@perkinscoie.com> wrote:
 
All, we’re running about 10 minutes late.  Let’s start at 12:10 p.m.
 
From: Perez, David A. (SEA) 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 11:33 AM
To: 'Robert Christie' <bob@christielawgroup.com>
Cc: Ghazal Shirifi <Ghazal.Sharifi@seattle.gov>; Arora, Nitika (SEA)
<NArora@perkinscoie.com>; Laura M. Pfeifer <laura@christielawgroup.com>; Carolyn
Boies <Carolyn.Boies@seattle.gov>; Kelly Nakata <Kelly.Nakata@seattle.gov>; Jennifer
M Litfin <Jennifer.Litfin@seattle.gov>; Tom Miller <tom@christielawgroup.com>; Ann
Trivett <Ann@christielawgroup.com>; Megan Coluccio
<megan@christielawgroup.com>; McMillan, Joseph M. (SEA)
<JMcMillan@perkinscoie.com>; Gilbert, Carolyn S. (SEA)
<CarolynGilbert@perkinscoie.com>; Hyatt, Heath (SEA) <HHyatt@perkinscoie.com>;
Whidbee, Paige (SEA) <PWhidbee@perkinscoie.com>; mtackhooper@aclu-
wa.org; talner@aclu-wa.org; lnowlin@aclu-wa.org; bschuster@aclu-
wa.org; jmidgley@aclu-
wa.org; changro@seattleu.edu; leeme@seattleu.edu; levinje@seattleu.edu
Subject: RE: Black Lives Matter v. Seattle - Motion for Contempt
 
Bob:
 
One event is one too many.  But as you must know (or will soon find out), there
were many such incidents.
 
Below are a few.  There are many more.  Given these clear and obvious
violations, we are interested in learning whether the City will stipulate to a
contempt finding.
 
NLG video included again as #4 so you have them all in one place:  
 

1. https://twitter.com/daeshikjr/status/1287270463773609987?s=09  
a.  Police spraying protestor with bear mace when already on the

ground and unarmed. 
2. https://twitter.com/lukeryderrr/status/1287172224588214272
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a. Protestors complying with request to move back (videographer:
“We’re moving [but] there’s a lot of people behind us.”) Front line
(including O. Salisbury, press) are pepper sprayed. 

3. https://twitter.com/daeshikjr/status/1287270463773609987?s=09
a. Seattle Police Department drowning protestor with bear mace while

they’re already on the ground unarmed in broad daylight.
4. https://twitter.com/ByMikeBaker/status/1287212851807940608

a. Indiscriminate use of blast balls and pepper spray against retreating
crowd to continue moving them back.  One woman falls to the
ground, seems like she was hit.

5. https://twitter.com/NLG_Seattle/status/1287427693680582656
a. NLG Legal Observer pepper sprayed directly in her face at short

range when recording officers.  
 
 
David A. Perez | Perkins Coie LLP
Partner
1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4900
Seattle, WA 98101-3099
p: 206.359.6767
c: 206.618.4293
e: DPerez@perkinscoie.com
http://www.perkinscoie.com/dperez/
 
 
 
From: Robert Christie <bob@christielawgroup.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 10:05 AM
To: Perez, David A. (SEA) <DPerez@perkinscoie.com>
Cc: Ghazal Shirifi <Ghazal.Sharifi@seattle.gov>; Arora, Nitika (SEA)
<NArora@perkinscoie.com>; Laura M. Pfeifer <laura@christielawgroup.com>; Carolyn
Boies <Carolyn.Boies@seattle.gov>; Kelly Nakata <Kelly.Nakata@seattle.gov>; Jennifer
M Litfin <Jennifer.Litfin@seattle.gov>; Tom Miller <tom@christielawgroup.com>; Ann
Trivett <Ann@christielawgroup.com>; Megan Coluccio
<megan@christielawgroup.com>; McMillan, Joseph M. (SEA)
<JMcMillan@perkinscoie.com>; Gilbert, Carolyn S. (SEA)
<CarolynGilbert@perkinscoie.com>; Hyatt, Heath (SEA) <HHyatt@perkinscoie.com>;
Whidbee, Paige (SEA) <PWhidbee@perkinscoie.com>; mtackhooper@aclu-
wa.org; talner@aclu-wa.org; lnowlin@aclu-wa.org; bschuster@aclu-
wa.org; jmidgley@aclu-
wa.org; changro@seattleu.edu;leeme@seattleu.edu; levinje@seattleu.edu
Subject: Re: Black Lives Matter v. Seattle - Motion for Contempt
 
David, I have seen the one event.  Your email refers to multiple events.  We look
forward to our discussion and will look for your link.
 
Bob
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> Robert L. Christie attorney/principal
   Christie Law Group, PLLC
   Julie's Landing on Lake Union
   2100 Westlake Ave. N., Ste. 206
   Seattle, WA 98109
 
   main: 206-957-9669 
   cell:   206-979-3859
   fax:   206-352-7875
   email: bob@christielawgroup.com 
   web: christielawgroup.com
 
Member of The Federation of Defense & Corporate Counsel
 
NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any accompanying files is
intended only for the personal confidential use of the designated recipients.  The
information may, also, be legally privileged and should not be disclosed without the
approval of the sender. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this in
error, please destroy this email and notify the sender.  Thank you for your assistance.
 

On Jul 27, 2020, at 9:58 AM, Perez, David A. (Perkins Coie)
<DPerez@perkinscoie.com> wrote:

 
Bob: noon works.  I’ll send an invite for then.  I’m also adding Pete
to this string, as I inadvertently left him off before. 
 
We’ll gather a few videos to send to you before then, though we’re
frankly surprised you haven’t already seen them.  I presume the
City’s attorneys have, in fact, seen them as several City officials have
already reacted to them.
 
David
 
David A. Perez | Perkins Coie LLP
Partner
1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4900
Seattle, WA 98101-3099
p: 206.359.6767
c: 206.618.4293
e: DPerez@perkinscoie.com
http://www.perkinscoie.com/dperez/
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From: Bob Christie <bob@christielawgroup.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 9:43 AM
To: Perez, David A. (SEA) <DPerez@perkinscoie.com>
Cc: Ghazal Shirifi <Ghazal.Sharifi@seattle.gov>; Arora, Nitika (SEA)
<NArora@perkinscoie.com>; Laura M. Pfeifer
<laura@christielawgroup.com>; Carolyn Boies
<Carolyn.Boies@seattle.gov>; Kelly Nakata <Kelly.Nakata@seattle.gov>;
Jennifer M Litfin <Jennifer.Litfin@seattle.gov>; Tom Miller
<tom@christielawgroup.com>; Ann Trivett <ann@christielawgroup.com>;
Megan Coluccio <megan@christielawgroup.com>; McMillan, Joseph M.
(SEA) <JMcMillan@perkinscoie.com>; Gilbert, Carolyn S. (SEA)
<CarolynGilbert@perkinscoie.com>; Hyatt, Heath (SEA)
<HHyatt@perkinscoie.com>; Whidbee, Paige (SEA)
<PWhidbee@perkinscoie.com>; mtackhooper@aclu-wa.org; talner@aclu-
wa.org; lnowlin@aclu-wa.org;bschuster@aclu-wa.org; jmidgley@aclu-
wa.org; changro@seattleu.edu; leeme@seattleu.edu; levinje@seattleu.edu
Subject: Re: Black Lives Matter v. Seattle - Motion for Contempt
 
David:
 
Carolyn and I are available at noon.  Without details of what you are
alleging in your email it will be difficult to have a substantive discussion.  I
see Molly’s quote in today’s Seattle Times.  Do you have video of the
incident involving the observer that you can share?  The more that you
can share the specifics of the events you intend to include in your motion
the more productive our discussion can be.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Christie
 
 
> Robert L. Christie  attorney/principal
 Christie Law Group, PLLC
 Julie's Landing on Lake Union
 2100 Westlake Ave. N.,
 Suite 206
 Seattle, WA 98109

 main: 206-957-9669
 cell: 206-979-3859
 fax:   206-352-7875
 email: bob@christielawgroup.com
 web: christielawgroup.com

FDCC Member and Officer
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NOTICE: The information contained in this email message and any accompanying files is intended only for the
personal confidential use of the designated recipients. The information may also be legally privileged and
should not be disclosed without the approval of the sender. If you are not the intended recipient and have
received this in error, please destroy this email and notify the sender. Thank you for your assistance.

On Jul 27, 2020, at 9:28 AM, Perez, David A. (Perkins Coie)
<DPerez@perkinscoie.com> wrote:
 
Dear Ghazal, Carolyn, and Pete,
 
Later today we plan to file a motion for an order to show
cause, in light of SPD’s repeated violations of the
preliminary injunction during the Saturday protests. 
 
The videos from Saturday, and the witness testimonials
demonstrate that SPD targeted journalists, medics, legal
observers, and peaceful protesters, and wantonly
disregarded the Court’s specific instruction not to fire
indiscriminately into the crowd.
 
As you know, the City’s response will be due 24 hours
after our brief is filed.  This is obviously time sensitive,
but we would like to confer with you, if you have time
today, to see whether the City would agree to our
proposed order concerning this issue, and to discuss what
information the City is willing to provide to us about
Saturday’s events.
 
Please let us know if you are available at 10 a.m., 11
a.m., 12 p.m.-1 p.m., or at 2 p.m.  Ghazal and Pete have
my cell phone but for the group it’s 206.618.4293.
 
Take care,
 
David
 
David A. Perez | Perkins Coie LLP
Partner
1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4900
Seattle, WA 98101-3099
p: 206.359.6767
c: 206.618.4293
e: DPerez@perkinscoie.com
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http://www.perkinscoie.com/dperez/
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential
information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email
and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or
disclosing the contents. Thank you.

 
 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have
received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and
any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.

 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error,
please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or
disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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